Operation Iraqi Freedom

Commander’s Update for DEC 2003

From Mesoptamia Compound 

Mosul, Iraq

1SG Chapman and I would like to wish all Crusader families a Happy Holiday Season and a Merry Christmas. We certainly wish that all of our Crusaders were there to spend the holidays with you and your family, but rest assured that we will celebrate and make the most of the holidays here in Mosul, Iraq. “Operation stocking stuffer and Operation Provide Classroom Comfort” are well under way as we continue to accomplish our mission and look forward to our return.  1SG and I are running out of space in our room to put all the gifts and donations for our soldiers and the Iraqi children.

Due to the overwhelming support of our FRG, Crusader soldiers celebrated a wonderful Thanksgiving feast and relaxed while senior leadership stood multiple guard shifts for our soldiers who daily remain “On Point”. Our mess section under the leadership of SSG Martinez prepared a meal that will go down in the annals of Crusader history; it was a morale booster to all. My compliments go to SPC Jeremiah Lee and SPC Tabb Hall, who went out of their way to ensure that all Crusader soldiers and our Iraqi friends were completely stuffed.  If you ever need a delicious pecan pie immediately seek out SPC Hall, his pies are “out of this world”. When we return we will provide you with the wonderful photos of our Iraqi Thanksgiving and your Crusader soldiers hard at work, doing what they do best, “serving and protecting others”.  We certainly have many things and people to be thankful for during this season not to mention the capture of the “Ace of Spades”. Our Crusader soldiers remain vigilant and are poised to continue their hard work in preparation for our trek south and homecoming.    

During this past month General Petreaus and CSM Hill, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) commander and Command Sergeant Major flew into Crusader Base and presented all Crusaders and Gunslingers the coveted 101st coin for “excellence in combat”.  While at our compound he commented to his staff that he was very impressed and we had created a “marvelous base camp”. I wonder what he would have said if he knew we had a sauna inside.  Following this ceremony SPC Devorick Johnson reenlisted for a three year assignment to Fort Riley, Kansas and later in the month SGT Joseph Jones raised his right hand reenlisting to remain at Fort Campbell on top of Glory Headquarters with the American flag proudly displayed overlooking the Tigris River. 

Soldiers receiving recognition for achievement and stand out performance are as follows: PFC Mathis and PFC Manning as battalion “Heroes of the Month” for their hard work and initiative; and  PFC Kieren and PFC Hyuhn are currently in Air Assault School due to their outstanding effort demonstrated in the previous weeks Air Assault preparatory school hosted by the Gunslinger battalion. We have also awarded several Crusaders for their outstanding achievement during the recent escort mission from the Mosul Airfield to the Turkish border. Those soldiers are PFC Minhtri Huhyn, PFC Gary Vu, PFC Scott Young, and 1LT Joe Sincere.  

Throughout this month the battery has continued to complete a myriad of tasks from clearing ammunition caches, completing intensive maintenance operations on our fleet of vehicles, preparing our equipment for transportation and inspection by custom officials, continuing to escort convoys resulting in over 4200 miles of travel from Mosul to the Turkish border in a two week span, escorting hundreds of trucks carrying supplies to be used in the development of “Eagle Camps”, meeting with CPA executives to assist in the renovation of the Mesopotamia Compound, winterizing classrooms and constructing a playground for a pre-school in Karmless.  

Simultaneously as we conduct our missions and increase force protection we continue to reach out to help those in need, “winning the hearts and minds of the Iraqi people” by bringing “Operation Provide Classroom Comfort” to the villages of Karamless, Badosh and Hulaylah. This operation has been our platform for helping children in our neighboring villages and one of the many reasons why our relations with Iraqis have been positive. I am extremely excited to announce that in this past month DIVARTY has granted our unit $5,000 to allocate to our adopt a school program. This amount of money was been divided between Karmless Secondary School, Karmless pre-school and Badosh Primary School. The results have been tremendous; at Karmless Secondary School a school of 280 boys and girls now have a working bathroom, at Badosh Primary School all classrooms have doors and windows replaced in our winterization effort, and the Karmless pre-school now has a playground for 100 children.  Furthermore, we are pleased to announce that we have received packages and support from coast to coast; from Pebble Beach, California to the Eastern Shore of Virginia to include the islands of Hawaii. Crusaders are very excited to have recently established a distribution channel to keep this project alive even after we redeploy. 

In closing, I would like to let you know that the Crusader family is keeping their spirits high during the holidays, everyone is very excited and are looking forward to bringing in 2004 with a trek thru foreign lands back to our loved ones .  We ask that your prayers be with the Crusader families that have to deal with any unexpected crisis at this time and to the families of our sister battery’s and battalions who have suffered tragedy recently in Mosul.  1SG and I continue to add quality of life amenities and increase force protection measures in order to create a safe and secure environment for all.   

“Crusaders All the Way”

- CPT Mark B. Sherkey

It gives me great pleasure to talk to the Crusader family again.  The commander already stated that we are keeping busy and looking forward to coming home.  The soldiers are doing a great job and have been since I came on board.  We will keep doing what ever it takes to ensure all of us make it home safely.  I have been very pleased with the work of your loved ones.  We have promoted a lot of soldiers in the last two months and I hope that they have already written home and let you know.  If they have not I am going to spoil there surprise.  The following soldiers were promoted in Nov; PFC Stephen Hunter, PFC Michael Manning, PFC Scott Young, and PFC Elbert Mills.  We will promote the following in the month of Dec;  PFC Adam Davis, PFC Daniel Lowe and PFC Cody Throgmorton we have not had the official ceremony for December, but it is coming soon.

I would like a little time to reflect on the Holidays.  It is one of the hardest times of the year to be away from family members.  I need your help in letting the soldiers know that as a team we will make it.  I know in my heart that all of us wish to be home with our families.  I also know how important our job is and have to understand that sometimes it takes us away from you for awhile.  I want all of you to enjoy your holiday season and know that we will make the best of ours.  We will be thinking about you.

I would like to thank the family support group for what you have done for the soldiers of the battery for Thanksgiving and what you are doing for Christmas.  The little things make life a little more bearable.  I encourage all of you to call each other doing this special season.  I will not leave you with one of my thoughts this time but something for you to think about what is Christmas.  

Christmas is a birthday!

“Crusaders lead the way”

1SG Darryl F. Chapman

