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         Mesopotamia Silo and Seeds Production Renovation Project

Crusaders working to improve Agricultural opportunities in Badosh, NW Mosul, Iraq
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                                                                                                                       CPT Sherkey presents Mr. Jassim and his workers with 

                                                                                                   work gloves donated by Nashville-based Wilmot Demo-

                                                                                                         lition, who wanted to support the project.
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      CPT Mark Sherkey poses with Mr. Jassim and                                         Overview of the Mesopotamia Compound

      the Mesopotamia staff before the 101st Division

      Band Concert held at the Mesopotamia Compound


By: CPT Mark B. Sherkey




       Crusader 6
“CRUSADER CO-OP – Today we have planted a seed in a land where civilization once began, but was disrupted by years of war and oppression.  Tomorrow the world will reap the rewards of a “Nassawadox”, a land between two waters, sewn with a bond of respect and trust during a just liberation.  As a result, a New Iraq will be born, a nation will flourish, and a body of people will be restored. Mesopotamia—to the Crusaders—means so much more than just a renovation of a silo.  It is a place where we have developed a common bond of mutual respect and have won the hearts of the Iraqi people. Our legacy will not be so much in the physical sense, but in the repairing of an image of what America stands for.   “UT PROSIM” – That I May Serve











In August, Crusader battery started an initiative to begin repairing the Mesopotamia Silo. Over the course of four months partnering with the 101st DIVARTY, the silo was restored,  yet our vision during this time grew from making the silo operational to expanding the renovation process throughout the entire storage facility. The Mesopotamia facility is located in Badosh, across from the GCED (North) electric storage plant, home to Crusader battery. 


Currently, we are beginning to start phase IV of a VI phase operation that consists of the repair of two storage buildings used for barley and wheat storage, and for the drying and purification process of the harvested barley and wheat. Each building storage capacity is 5,000 tons.  During Phase IV we will also enclose three of five steel roofed bays each totaling 2,000 tons of storage for grain, which will increase the total grain storage capacity by 16,000 additional tons, more than doubling its current storage capacity. 


During Phase VI a 300m x 300m area will be leveled and paved.  The Mesopotamia Compound would further increase its overall capacity for ground storage and potentially in the future be able to use the space for the construction of a second silo. 


This renovation process will allow the labor force of forty to increase by more than 20% once fully operational. Ultimately, the end state of this renovation process will be to position the Mesopotamia Seeds and Production Storage facility of Mosul within the Central Provisional Authority North’s vision in its future Agricultural projects and storage arrangements to provide a service and contribution to the Nenevah Province. 





6 Phase Renovation Operation


I. Mortar and Wall Repair


    Administration building repair


    


II. Lighting of Facility and Maintenance of generators 





III. Purchasing / Repairing Power Generation for silo seed Operations 





IV. Repairing roofs for two 2000-ton storage buildings for wheat and barley





V.  Enclosure of five steel roofed bays each totaling 2000-ton storage for wheat and barley





VI. Paving a 300m x 300m area site for future additional silos








Over the past six months, I have worked closely with Mr. Jassim, manager of Mesopotamia Seeds and Production Storage facility on physical security issues, power generation, silo repair and overall beautification of the compound. Through this process I have gained a vast amount of knowledge involving the Iraqi agricultural methods.  But most importantly, I have acquired a great appreciation for the Iraqi man and the customs and courtesies found in this part of the Middle East. I hold Mr. Jassim and his staff in the highest regard and feel that he is the perfect choice to partner with CPA improving the agriculture industry in the northern region. It has been a pleasure sharing the Mesopotamia facility for the last six months with his staff and we could not have asked for a               better environment in which to teach, train and prepare our soldiers for our daily missions in and around the city of Mosul. 




















Crusader battery is extremely excited to announce that our recent proposal submission to the Central Provisional Authority- North has been approved and $98,000 has been allocated to complete Phase IV as well as an apportion for the Phase V renovation project.  Since August, there have been great advances to the Mesopotamia Compound—commonly referred to as Crusader Base—and we continue to CO-OP with Mr. Jassim A. Matloob, manager of Mesopotamia Seeds and Production facility, in our constant efforts to “win the hearts and minds of the Iraqi people”. 








