Operation Iraqi Freedom

Commander’s Update for AUG 2003

From Esoptamia Compound 

Mosul, Iraq

First Sergeant and I would like to thank each and every one of you again for your strength and personal sacrifices that you make daily while we are deployed.  A special welcome to our newcomer, and latest baby Crusader, Nekoda Esmond Clark, baby girl born on 9 July 2003, 7lbs 8 oz to proud parents of SSG Eddie and Tondra Clark. Though we are half way across the globe we pray for each of you and your families as you shoulder hardships during our absence. 

I want you to know that your loved ones are making a difference not only in this country, which I mentioned in the last newsletter, but they are making a difference in each of their own lives, as they fight the tedium of Iraqi ammunition and equipment collection missions and battle the intense heat which has recently ranged 125o. Due to the extreme in temperatures platoons often will train on reverse cycle hours between 8pm and 12am in order to avoid the high temperatures. 

Crusader soldiers are getting stronger in the gym and smarter in the classroom by participating in Arabic study classes in the evening for 90 minutes twice a week with our good friend, Mr. Man, a professor in the Translation Department of Mosul University. The Arabic classes are not mandatory, but are designed to help develop Crusader soldiers into culturally diverse young men. To date we have had two language classes concentrating on the Arabic alphabet, which we have come to learn has 28 letters. Unfortunately, for us some of the Arabic pronunciations are not found in our native dialect. Currently, the battery has begun several other operations to raise morale and in some cases add a few more bennies for the soldiers. 

First, we have begun “Operation Look Good When Return” which is appropriately named. We have received our first delivery of weight lifting equipment, from Raad, an Iraqi contractor from the town of Bartollah, 20 miles east of Mosul.  Approximately every two weeks each battery in the Gunslinger battalion will receive two to three new pieces of apparatus to help improve our physical fitness and add to our morale. Now that the battery has a gym and outdoor lightning soldiers find themselves curiously drawn to its location.

 Second, we have nearly finished “ Operation Get Cool Fast” by adding improvements to Crusader base, known to Iraqis as Esoptamia Seeds Production Compound, with ceiling fans, air conditions, indoor and outdoor lights and outlets. Our new friend Farag, is our electrician and is a graduate of Tikrit University in 1985 graduating with an Electrical Engineering degree. At this time, I am proud to say that all soldiers in the battery with a very few exceptions have at a minimum a ceiling fan in their room, and in some cases have air conditions. 

In addition, Farag has also helped increase our morale immensely by helping us establish lighted areas in our training facility that has helped to increase our mission readiness, provide a training facility that can be used at all hours, and be converted into a soccer, volleyball and basketball courts in the evening for recreation.  Soccer goals were purchased this month and have been used extensively by our soldiers in the evening once they complete their daily missions. As you can see everyone is remaining active.

Other bennies that have recently come to Crusader base is our barber, Naseim, who cuts our hair on Wednesday and Saturday for a $1.  You can’t beat the price or the cut.  Later this week, Mr. Saade, my foreman for heavy construction work, and his brother will be opening the Crusader Café for our soldiers, which will have soft drinks, ice cream, and other snacks for sale. Brown and Root contracting company has arrived in Mosul and are now providing two meals per day for our soldiers adding a new selection of entrees to our menu. In addition to these services, the battery has recently purchased a satellite dish to become reconnected to worldly events. Unfortunately our selection of channels is a little less than to be desired, but we do get CNNI and MTV.   

On the 25th of August our battery will be hosting the Division band for a concert. We are looking forward to the “Pops” inside our compound, which will be open to the Gunslinger battalion and friends. This concert was previously scheduled at the end of July, but had to be rescheduled due to competing demands.

During this past month numerous leaders and supporters of the Crusader family have visited the battery. LTC Barnes, The Red Knight, and CSM Meadows flew into our position to talk to our soldiers and praise them for their hard work, as well as, to simply catch up since we are unable to see each other as much as we would like due to distance and everyone’s busy schedule. We are all trying to win the hearts and minds of our beloved Iraqi citizens. Major General Petraeus, 101st Commanding General, Brigadier General Helmick, Assistant Division Commander of Operations, and Brigadier General Sinclair, Assistant Division Commander of Support have all visited the Gunslinger Battalion this week and have told your loved ones how appreciative they are of our hard work in the collection of ordnance in and around northern Iraq and that we are leading the division in our standards and creative thinking. 

LTC Lear, 1-377 FA Commander, began a great project for the battalion initially named “Adopt a highway”, later revamped to “Operation Clean Sweep”. This entailed local contractors and local laborers under the supervision of the battalion to clean the highway of debris and add to our force protection over a 3 mile stretch of highway.  The progress by the battalion was so great that locals came out to help that weren’t even getting paid. One thing we are beginning to realize is that most Iraqis lack initiative due to the prior regime structure; however, once they begin to take their own initiative without fear or repercussion their world will begin to prosper and growth potential will be unlimited. 

Your Crusader soldier since May in conjunction with the Gunslinger battalion have now recovered over 360,000 enemy ordnance munitions from cache sites scattered across this northern region in Iraq. This month in addition to ammunition collection, the battery trained on section certification training, while the leadership trained and tested on gunnery proficiency skills – “Big 5 Certification”. In September, second platoon will participate in 1st Brigade Combat teams “Walk and Shoot”. This exercise will help teach 1 BCT forward observers how to better echelon and synchronize artillery with the infantry as they move towards an objective. The soldiers are extremely motivated to put the howitzers back in action and remain proficient in their gunnery skills. 

We are beginning to start phase I of a 4 phase operation that will completely renovate Esoptamia Seeds Production facility for the owner, Mr. Jasim. The project basically consists of replacing and repairing multiple generators and motors in the silo,  upgrading the facility exterior lighting, repairing fortification damage and overall upgrade of the facility so that it will be better than its pre-war time state. Mr. Jasim, who is most often referred to as #1, has been a tremendous asset to our battery who sacrifices his personal energy to make sure that your Crusader soldiers are well provided for. He has allowed the leadership to use his facility under any capacity we so desire, to include landing helicopters next to his silo on a minutes notice.   


With your support and our leadership Crusader’s will continue winning the hearts and minds of Iraqi people while continuing to conduct all operations safely and having fun along the way. Our Crusaders know that what we do now lays the foundation for coalition forces that follow. Our legacy will be nothing short of remarkable. With our soldiers’ tenacity and desire to endure hardships with ease, Crusaders are postured for our next Rendezvous with Destiny.  


“Crusaders All The Way”
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