Subject: Jun 4 News from MB

Hey everybody,

Here’s the first long email I’ve received in a while from MB.  Since he will be taking a new command on Jun 8th, he must inventory and account for all equipment in the new battery before he signs off on it.  This process is very tedious and time consuming! 

A Reminder of MB's New Address:

CPT. MARK B. SHERKEY

C/1-377 FA

UNIT # 96148

APO AE 09325-6148

Anyway, here's his latest:

I got your email last night at the Division HQ's palace. Some people live so much better than others over here. Unfortunately, I was not one of the lucky ones. There is something about Field Artillery and field... certainly no Palace artillery. Like I said earlier, I have moved and will be living in a metal building (old electrical plant) until I change command on 8 JUNE at 1830.  At that time, I have the distinct pleasure of moving across the street to a grain factory (just where I have always wanted to live... in the close proximity of rotting corn... not pleasant). 

We have recently received funds and local laborers to install a satellite TV and electricity... but no running water. I got to admit, three months without running water [really stinks]... I know my time of misery, however, is much less than those who are less fortunate and have always endured these hardships.

I have nearly finished the inventories and am mostly working on the administrative work that accompanies the property accountability.  Prior to taking command, I will make sure that my subordinates are signed for every piece of equipment prior to my signing the property book....

Sorry, that I wasn't able to contact you sooner to reassure you that I was OK. There have been some long days recently with the inventories and new location without internet capability.  

Thank you for the kind words regarding the emails. I am totally floored by the response with packages and letters. Please send out my new address to everybody or I may not see them anytime soon.  

Let's see... how to describe life in Mosul.  It is a town of 1.7 million broken down in the East by Kurds, Syrians and Turkomans and in the West by Arabs.  There is some resistance and more likely threat in this location than the last mostly due to population numbers.  I am closer to Dahuk than before, approximately an hour and fifteen minutes which puts me about 90 minutes from the Turkish border... good rug shopping up there.  

Since I have moved to another unit our mission has also changed.  My mission now is to conduct reconnaissance operations around the city looking for marked enemy caches and enemy equipment (tanks, BMPs, Anti-armor guns, etc.).  Once I have located the site, I contact my platoon leaders who will then lead their respective platoons, heavy cranes and trucks to different sites in the city. I accompany them with an interpreter and EOD team (expert ordinance disposal team) to inspect and then transport destroyed Iraqi army equipment and ammunition caches to consolidation points in order to free the city from clutter and remove harmful munitions from the population. It is a tedious task that involves much patience, since we are using local equipment in the recovery operations.  Iraqi cranes do not always work and are extremely maintenance intensive. Once the EOD team has inspected the site, our soldiers lift the ammunition caches into our trucks and then transport them to a guarded ASP (ammunition supply point). Every evening the staff and commanders have an hour-long meeting to synchronize the next day's recovery missions. We are each tasked to recon a certain number of grids and report back what is at that site. Once information is obtained, the following day we return to the site with the equipment needed to help clean up the area.

As I recon sites, my platoon leaders recover the equipment at the site I surveyed the day prior. So we are constantly moving on the battlefield.  

Wednesday is my battery's day off and Saturday they conduct maintenance on their equipment.  Other than that, they either train on their field artillery tasks or participate in recovery missions within Mosul.

Well, I must go and finish the inventories.  In the next few weeks I plan to complete my resume, study for the GRE in the evenings and write an article for VT Alumni's magazine. I am steadily completing the JCS packet. (Joint Chiefs of Staff-Internship Program at Georgetown Univ, DC)

Mark

Soon to be Crusader 6 

