








6/24/03

Hi all,

MB called this morning at 3:00 am!  Miraculously, I was fairly lucid and we spoke for about 20 minutes.  He sounded very upbeat--despite the heat—and like he's enjoying his new battery.  He was in Dahuk (near the Turkish border) procuring supplies and investigating the possibility of buying an air conditioner.  He and a couple other guys are pooling their funds for what might be considered a "luxury item" if it weren't for the 110 degrees-in-the-shade temperatures!  I hope, for their sake, that they manage to get one.  No word on their return date; I think he and his guys are just staying focused on their jobs so as not to allow the morale to falter.  It seems to be working.

Rebecca

"...Rest assured that I am so busy everyday that the days pass so quickly...I am enjoying my job and my missions allow me to interact with many Kurdish and Iraqi civilians....you know how much I love meeting people...totally in my element. Just need to keep scanning as we drive for snipers on rooftops...I personally have not been shot at...but other convoys in my battalion have had shots fired at them. My driver is really good...actually, I have been blessed with two great drivers. PFC Justin Rapp, from Lawrence, Kansas drove me through all combat operations and PFC Flint, from Maine has driven for me for all recons. Both are under the age of 24.  PFC Flint has a nickname - Flintstone of course due to his nature of being a "rock" at times. Good kid..."
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