25 APR 03

Friends and Family and the best VT Chapter in the land,

I apologize for the lack of an individual response to the email, but our internet time is limited and it takes awhile to send even one message over our satellite system.  First and foremost, I got the box and we are going to get our "Stick On" in Iraq. The package and idea is awesome...I already have them stuck on the inside of my vehicle...but, you can count on that Saddam's

Palace, statue, and any Iraqi destroyed equipment will get what's coming to it in a big Hokie way. You guys are awesome, all other distinguished proud alumni have been put to shame by your efforts...they are totally jealous of the Middle Tennessee Chapter.

All is well here in Iraq. I have been all over Baghdad the last four days and have many stories and pictures from there. I am surprised how many Christian churches are in Baghdad. In fact we hired some Christian locals as translators ($5.00 a day). Most people are glad we are here. Many of the children are very beautiful and always storm us requesting that we sign our names on their arms. They all give us a thumbs up or a hello wave and say "America good, good".  I hope the culture here can adapt quickly to a self-governing democracy, but I think it will be difficult in the Arab, predominately Muslim culture.

It would not surprise me that Brodie Hall, on the campus of Virginia Tech accounted for a portion of the destruction in the below listed battles. For you see, my roommate, CPT Jeremiah Baldwin, is a B-52 bomber pilot and I, represent the "King of Battle" and over 450 rounds fired ...enough said!

Currently, my other roommate, CPT Timothy Hayden, 4th ID Armor Company Commander just arrived and is vicinity of Tikrit.  

Since I am now here and we are in stabilization operations, I can tell you that we previously fought in the battle of An Najef, Karbala, and Al Hillah (Babylon ruins). Baghdad still has its dangers--some neighborhoods worse than others. There is much looting and constant gunfire (much of it in celebration). It is weird but you can tell what is fired in the air and what is fired at you. Hopefully, we will be out of here soon and some other unit will conduct the long-term stabilization operations.

I currently sleep on the roof of a one-story building, which I call my Penthouse suite. It allows me to have visibility on my perimeter and to see above a wall that we currently man for force protection measures. At night, we literally dodge celebratory rounds fired in the streets...so far my soldiers have not been injured, but other units have not been as lucky.  If I had to recap the last two months I would say the following: survived numerous sandstorms (0% visibility...I thought I was on Mars, convoyed over 500 miles with over 100 pieces of equipment, had a Patriot missile launch over my head approximately 300m away while asleep...I think I aged a couple of years in about 5 seconds, had three actual showers since 1 MAR, had 2 hot meals since crossed the border, have not had a day off in 55 days (not that I am complaining...truthfully, my job is easier here than in garrison), talked to Geraldo Rivera (he seemed genuine and very knowledgeable of foreign affairs in the region), hosted two reporters (embedded media) from Moscow that reported for the Tokyo Times (totally bizarre), communicated with locals of all ages with broken Arabic, Korean and English mix, what a rush...

I will be sending digital photos soon to show you the VT presence, creativity and Hokie Spirit from abroad. Pass on to Coach Beamer that I am on a long distance scouting trip for the team...no prospects as of yet...but, would love to meet him and the team when I return. This Hokie has the Hokie Spirit! I am very thankful of the training and leadership that the VT Corps of Cadets instilled in me and to be a part of such quality organizations (VTCC, MTVTAC, 101st ABN DIV (Air Assault), and a proud faithful follower of VT Football)...this year's homecoming will be very special.  

On another note, I am supposed to change command in mid June. I will then command C/1-377th FA (Big Guns)...Crusader 6. Currently, we have not been given a redeployment date. I would imagine sometime late JUL or AUG...your guess is as good as mine. I am going to include the letter I am sending to Broadwater's 2nd Grade class in response to the 15+ letters that were written to me while I was here. The support has been overwhelming...I am blessed to have so many friends.

                            With Love,
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                            C-95

Lightning 6

"Lightning Strikes"

HSB/ 3-320th FA

Commander

