Hi,

Here are a couple more links to pictures taken by MB (probably around

Sep/Oct).  I named them "Dec" for my own records.  I included a couple excerpts from some of his recent emails and attached MB's latest Crusader newsletter.

I hope you all are having a lovely holiday season!

:-)

Rebecca

"1. MB in IRAQ Dec"

http://community.webshots.com/album/106926576nlpuEc
"2. MB in IRAQ Dec"

http://community.webshots.com/album/106930239nDGyLn
Email from MB- 12/21/03

Bec,

I have my stocking hanging in my room and my cookies on my desk...I don't know for how much longer they will still be there...absolutely delicious. Thank you Sweetie...  I have been writing thank you notes for all the
people who have sent school supplies and soldier gifts...it is amazing...I never imagined I would receive this much support...Last night we divided the school supplies between the five schools...it took us over three hours to divide it all out...and the boxes keep coming everyday...I will start on soldier packages tonight...this is what Christmas is all about...I love it...

Email from MB- 12/23/03

Bec,

I just wanted to send you a quick note before I go to a meeting ...I have been playing the CDs and have my stocking hung by my cap and weapon...oops...I hope Santa doesn't mind...I will call you in the next day or two...we are really busy...I am trying to finish my projects, load up, and say goodbye to my new Iraqi friends...they keep giving me so many presents...I don't know what to do with them all...yesterday we ran a successful convoy live fire exercise...the weather was awful...rained on us the entire time...but, I think the training event helped improve confidence for our long journey back to Kuwait...

I haven't opened any presents yet...I am going to open them on Christmas morning in between guard shifts.

On the 27th I will visit Karmless for the last time with the battalion commander...we will present them with the supplies and see the playground and renovations...Mosul TV and US Army Photographers are going to accompany us on our visit.  I miss you...I am way ready to come back home now...

Love,

Me

Email from MB 12/24/03:

Merry Christmas Honey,

I had a great time this morning opening my packages from you...I had my

Santa hat on that flickers red lights and drank a cup of coffee on a black tuff box with all my presents...

Email from MB 12/26/03:

Sweetie,

I wanted to talk to you last night but we had no power...no internet, no phone...nothing--a total morale killer for a lot of the soldiers...but, this morning the phone is back up, as well as the internet... it was freaking cold [last night].  i slept with my Santa hat and my poncho liner...I pulled guard for four hours then met with my LTs on the roof top for a nice Cuban cigar and a little bottle of Scotch that I received during the officer gift exchange...we all passed it around... It was definitely a memorable Christmas...not quite like I envisioned it...thank you for my presents...I love my ornaments, cds, my stocking, and all my great presents...unfortunately, today I had to pack everything up.

Email from MB 12/26/03 (see newsletter attachment):

I wanted to share with you our latest updates at the Mesopotamia Compound -

Crusader Base. Thank you for your support.

Mark

