Hi Mark!  








12/11/03
We just received and email from Mike Shusko, MD regarding a new address for shipping for school supplies.  Thank you for forwarding that to us.  I believe my son’s 3rd Grade class intends to do a fund drive in January for the Iraqi schools.  
We were very relieved to hear from you!  We hadn’t received a Battalion Newsletter in a while and we were starting to get concerned.  I guess you are all on the forefront of our minds with the holidays coming so quickly upon us.  Did you receive our stocking stuffer package yet?  If not, it should be any day! 
More good news…I passed on the list of soldier’s names you sent to my son’s teacher a couple weeks ago and it looks like she has already gotten the “Letters for Soldiers” project underway!  Luke brought home a rough draft of a letter addressed to one of the soldiers last night.  His assignment was to re-write the letter without any spelling errors and in his best handwriting.   I would think the letters will be mailed some time this week.  Hopefully the letters will continue to bring smiles to many folks in your unit! 
Mark, you and all the soldiers stationed in Iraq remain in our thoughts and prayers.  We hope your squadron will be relieved soon and that you all come home safely.  
A Merry Christmas from all of us here to all of you there! 
Anita Arensdorf
Supervisor / X8310
Medline Customer Service
 -----Original Message-----
From: mark.sherkey@us.army.mil [mailto:mark.sherkey@us.army.mil] 
Sent: Friday, November 21, 2003 10:46 PM
To: Arensdorf, Anita
Subject: Re: RE: "Operation Stocking Cheer"
 Anita,

Medline and yourself are incredible! I can't thank you enough for your support. I am attaching a file that has a list of our soldier's names- called "Christmas tree stuff"- I renamed the file due to security reasons. Again, please relay to your office a large "THANK YOU" from the Crusaders at Crusader Base, Mosul - Iraq....I believe soon after the holidays we will start making our journey back to Kuwait and then finally home, by early February.
God Bless you and Medline, 
Mark
Crusader 6 
C/ 1-377 FA Commander 
"Big Guns" 
Go Hokies!!! - Mosul, Iraq VT Alumni President 
----- Original Message ----- 

From: "Arensdorf, Anita" <AArensdorf@medline.com 

Date: Friday, November 21, 2003 9:09 pm 

Subject: RE: "Operation Stocking Cheer" 

 Mark, 
 

 Just an FYI. We sent a package out yesterday filled with enough penlights and nail clippers for all 96 soldiers in your unit. I know we originally said chocolate, but with the amount of money raised, we were able to fill a couple of the higher end requests. If you don't get any chocolate, let us know...that will be our next fund drive! :-) Hope this helps bring a little Christmas cheer to your squadron! We sent the package to your attention Mark. Any opportunity you have to send an email upon receiving the package would put our minds at ease. Again of course, if it doesn't show up, also let us know as it is insured and we'll get another package out to you to cover the loss. Thanks! 
 
 P.S. Still awaiting the names of some soldiers that would like some 
 letters from a 3rd Grade class of about 25 children. This is the same 
 class that is working on the Iraqi Classroom Improvement Project. 
 Your information packet must have really hit the heart of their 
 teacher for her to offer to take on both projects! :-) 
 
 Anita Arensdorf 
 
 Supervisor / X8310 
 
 Medline Customer Service 
 
 -----Original Message----- 
 From: mark.sherkey@us.army.mil [mark.sherkey@us.army.mil] 
 Sent: Monday, November 10, 2003 9:51 PM 
 To: Arensdorf, Anita 
 Subject: Re: RE: RE: Battalion Newsletter #15 - "Operation Stocking 
 Cheer" 

 Anita, 
 
 Thank you for returning my email...currently on the ground I have 96 soldiers counting the officers...total soldiers approx 85 due to people returning to the states. 
 
 Thank you so much...and for thinking of us who will miss the 
 holidays. 
 Mark 
 Crusader 6 
 C/ 1-377 FA Commander 
 "Big Guns" 
 Go Hokies!!! - Mosul, Iraq VT Alumni President 
 
   ----- Original Message ----- 
 From: "Arensdorf, Anita" <AArensdorf@medline.com 
  Date: Monday, November 10, 2003 9:54 pm 
  Subject: RE: RE: Battalion Newsletter #15 - "Operation Stocking 
 Cheer" 
 
  How many empty stockings do you have there? Once we have a #, we 
 can get to work on getting them filled! Thanks! 
  
 Anita Arensdorf 
 Supervisor / X8310 
 Medline Customer Service 

  -----Original Message----- 
  From: mark.sherkey@us.army.mil [mark.sherkey@us.army.mil] 
  Sent: Saturday, November 08, 2003 7:28 AM 
  To: Arensdorf, Anita; cterry00@aol.com 
  Subject: Re: RE: Battalion Newsletter #15 - "Operation Stocking 
 Cheer" 
  
  
  
  Thank you so much for your responses to our latest BN newsletter mailing and our two on going projects outside the everyday mission requirements during Operation Iraqi Freedom - Operation Provide Classroom Comfort for Iraqi Schools and Operation Stocking Cheer for the soldiers. 
  
 Listed below are ideas for stocking stuffers for soldiers in the battery. Remember age group ranges from 18-45...pretty diverse group of men: 

  - Disposable cameras 
  - Christmas ornament 
  - batteries AA/ AAA 
  - Little flashlights that can clip on their collar or mini-mag 
  - Toiletry items package that could sustain them to get back home 
  - chocolate (I don't think it will melt now...Yeah!!!) 
  - Finger nail clippers 
  - Cigarette lighters 
  - DVDs....etc. 
  - a little note from home 


  Answering recent questions for soldier stuffing items? 
  
  - Do they need socks? Either black wool or athletic white 

  - How cold - freezing 
  
Thank you so much for supporting our soldiers - your support everyday helps our morale and we look forward to thanking you in person when we return 
  
  OPERATION PROVIDE CLASSROOM COMFORT 
  
  - I will be sending new pictures soon or click on the following links to see recent pictures sent. Once at site click on 101st patch for pictures of HSB/ 3-320th FA and C/1-377th FA; also click on M.B.'s specialproject - Operation Provide Classroom Comfort: 

 http://www.vtechalumni.com/

  Also click on the following link to see pictures of the village 
 and read about the history of Karmles. 
  
  http://www.karmles.8m.com/
  
  The following items would be great additions to a growing project 
  
  - I would like to answer questions that I have recently received: 
  
  1. On 6 NOV 2003 approximately 15 soldiers of Crusader battery distributed school supplies to the two primary schools in Karmles and had an absolute blast. The children are very disciplined and are greatful. While in Karmless I had the privlege of spending some time at the Karmles Catholic pre-school. Their only request was to see 
 if we could build them a sliding board and see saw...after discussing their request with our battalion executive officer...there will be no issues with granting funds for the pre-schoolers...I hope within the next few weeks to have constructed a sliding board and see saw for the children...pictures will be sent with the results soon. "Operation Smiling Slide" is under way. 
  
  2. I am happy to report that an organization (UNK) has already repaired bathrooms in the boys and girls primary schools, unfortunately secondary school still remains in very need of repair. 
  
  3. Paper maps will be fine to send, as well as any other teaching aids to post on the wall. Do not fret...they have access to dry erase markers in Dahok if run out... 
 
  4. Any teacher supplies - ie (construction paper, art supplies, laboratory supplies, organizers,) Simply put...their salary is $180 per month (and they have been teaching for 23-18 years)...and are basically starting from scratch.... 
 
  5. Currently working with my contacts at the Civil Military Operations Center to contact the Ministry of Education in order to stop the Ministry from moving four teachers from Karmless schools to teach in Salamaniya, approximately an hour away...issue 1) no car 
"sierra", 2) how about tenure 3) live in village of Karmless...Pray that I can make the Ministry understand that these four teachers need to stay in Karmless...Assyrian village, Muslim village...do not always mix very well. 
  
  Thank you so much for your support. Trust me when I say in simple words that they truly appreciate your kind gestures...two days ago I watched children get handed a notebook, folder, two pencils, one pen, and a ruler. They thought it was their greatest day at school. 
  
  Mark 

  Crusader 6 
  C/ 1-377 FA Commander 
  "Big Guns" 
  Go Hokies!!! - Mosul, Iraq VT Alumni President 

  ----- Original Message ----- 
  From: "Arensdorf, Anita" <AArensdorf@medline.com 
  Date: Saturday, November 8, 2003 3:03 am 
  Subject: RE: Battalion Newsletter #15 
  
   Thank you Mark! We are putting your newsletters and School Project information in a binder to share throughout the company. We've already had a teacher of an employee's child ask for additional information in helping with the Iraqi Project. We made up a booklet containing your information letter and enlarged photos of the classroom conditions. :-) 

 I wanted to touch base with you on the stocking stuffer project for the soldiers. We need some help with ideas of what would be a welcome sight. I'll give you some of the questions I've been trying to field. 
   
   1. Do they need socks? 
   a. If so, do they need to be regulation? 
   b. If not regulation, what kind would be best? Wool, sweat socks, knee length, calf length, etc. 
 
   2. Do they need Chap Stick, powder, (basics) or is that supplied? 
   3. You mentioned the upcoming winter in your letter regarding the schools. How cold will it get there? Is there something we can send that the soldiers could use? 
   4. Any favorite snacks they'd like to see? 
   
   
   
   For the most part Mark, unfortunately we just don't have a clue as to what the soldiers could use, want or need. We really want to help you with the stocking stuffer project. I know we'll have to turn things around pretty quickly on this end to get things to you in time, but I have great confidence this will be possible. 
 
 I look forward to your response! 
   
 Anita Arensdorf 
 Supervisor / X8310 
 Medline Customer Service 


   -----Original Message----- 
   From: mark.sherkey@us.army.mil [mark.sherkey@us.army.mil] 
   Sent: Friday, November 07, 2003 12:06 AM 
   To: Mark Sherkey; Mary Anne Davis; randall barnes;   fitzn@charter.net;cterry00@aol.com 
      Subject: Fwd: Battalion Newsletter #15 
   
 I thought you might want to see the latest Gunslinger 
 Battalion Newsletter. Crusader's Represent! 
   
   Mark 
 
   Crusader 6 
   C/ 1-377 FA Commander 
   "Big Guns" 
   
   
  
  
 
 

