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Gunslingers Operate Entry Control Points Around Mosul  

Division-wide “Operation Eagle Curtain” helps keep Iraqi streets safe during Ramadan

-Mosul, Iraq

One aspect of a deployment to the Middle East that many people in the United States fail to recognize is the immersion into the various cultures 

of the local people.  Ramadan is one of the most important holidays in the Islamic faith, making it extremely important to many Iraqi citizens.  

Unfortunately, US forces in Iraq also had to consider the possibility of increased attacks during Ramadan by extremists or former regime loyalists (FRL).  This possibility caused many US forces to adopt policies or missions that focused on protecting the Iraqi citizens and ourselves more than in the past.  


In Mosul, the 101st Airborne Division conducted “Operation Eagle Curtain,” which was designed to block off the city to hostile activity during the highest-risk times of Ramadan.  One of the Division’s methods of achieving this was to operate traffic control points (TCPs) and entry control points (ECPs) along major and minor roads leading into Mosul.

[image: image4.jpg]



As part of Operation Eagle Curtain, the Gunslingers manned two major and two minor ECPs along three different routes into the city.  The ECPs were on call for most of Ramadan, meaning that the ECP teams had to be ready to execute their ECPs whenever 101st DivArty asked for us.  During the breaking of the fast, the celebratory period near the end of Ramadan, the Gunslinger ECP teams manned their ECPs at different sites multiple times daily.  


Although executing ECPs or TCPs is not 1-377’s primary mission, the Gunslingers were able to adjust to, train for, and execute the mission as they have many times throughout Operation Iraqi Freedom.  The Gunslinger ECPs were responsible for confiscating multiple weapons, thousands of dollars in Iraqi currency, and a number of people and vehicles that may have been harmful to Iraqi citizens or US forces.  One team, from Bulldog Battery, seized a mortar tube and rounds.  Intelligence later indicated that these items would likely have been used in an attack later that night if the Bulldogs had not found them at their ECP.  The 101st Airborne Division Commander, MG Patraeus, later recognized these Bulldogs in a ceremony at Gunslinger Firebase.


Operation Eagle Curtain was yet another 101st Airborne Division-wide operation in which the Gunslingers played an important role in Mosul.  Thanks to the hard work of the soldiers, NCO’s, and officers of 1-377 FAR, the citizens of Mosul were able to enjoy a safe holiday season.  


WEEDING OUT THE CHAFF 





Above:   English/Arabic signs greet Iraqi drivers as they approach Bravo Battery’s ECP. 








Above Right A Gunslinger soldier inspects the load of an 18-wheeler from atop an FMTV.  Right  SPC Hall of Alpha Battery keeps traffic moving through an ECP.   Below  “Baaaaa.”  You never know what you might find in the trunk of a Mercedes Benz in Iraq!
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