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Convoy Escort and Security Missions
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After months of living in tents, government buildings, and facilities of various sorts throughout the Mosul area, the 101st Airborne Division is  finally consolidating many of its soldiers into base camps throughout all of northern Iraq.  Called enduring base camps, the Division leadership decided to construct hardstand camps in Area of Operation (AO) North in order to “winter-over” and improve the quality of life for soldiers in the Division. Each site is intended to have environmentally controlled living quarters, MWR facilities, a contractor operated dining facility, heated showers and latrines, laundry services, and much more.  
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Since September, the 101st Airborne Division has made extensive preparations to construct five enduring camps at each of its brigade combat team locations, to include: TALL AFAR, QAYYARAH WEST, AO GLORY, the DMAIN, and the DREAR.  
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 The camps will serve not only the soldiers and units of the 101st during their deployment for OIF,  but also the follow-on units due to arrive in AO north starting early next year.  The enduring camp nearest the Gunslinger Firebase is AO Glory and several sites are still under construction.  

Instead of erecting a “tent city,” which most soldiers experienced in the initial deployment in Kuwait, government contractor Kellogg, Brown, and Root (KBR) has solved the problem of living space by bringing in modular living containers, which take minimal time and labor to setup.

The challenge KBR faces with setting up these living containers is moving them to the Division’s  AO from their origin in Turkey. This entails getting the modular units safely through 150 miles of rugged terrain while also avoiding potentially dangerous encounters with enemy forces between Turkey and Mosul along the route.  The Gunslinger Battalion was recently tasked with the mission of providing command and control, and escort to all the flat bed trucks containing modular sleep units, furnishings, and utilities that must travel from Turkey to various places in the Division AO.   Everyday for the past month and a half, Gunslingers have provided vehicles and personnel as the designated command and control, and escort team for the KBR convoys. 
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Daily, the escort mission begins with Gunslingers linking up with KBR points of contact to pick up  any empty flat bed trucks that require escort out of the city and back to Turkey.  The convoy only makes a few temporary stops along the 150 mile route to allow truck drivers and soldiers to stretch and often to switch machine gunners, who provide local security on the backs of HMMWVs through the  harsh winter winds, as the convoy travels through the mountain passes of northern Iraq.  

Once the convoy arrives at Habbur Gate on the Turkey border, the convoy commander meets with a Corps Support Group (CSG) representative to pick up a manifest of trucks and cargo that must be escorted back to the Mosul Airfield. The escort team is allowed a short break to relax before beginning the return trip to Mosul.  To pass the time, soldiers can eat at the local restaurant at the border facility, which offers Chicken (or Lamb) and Rice, Kebabs, and Chai (tea).  During the wait, many soldiers  take pictures of the snow-capped mountains of Turkey, and the Kurdistan eagle that lives near the guard shack upon entering the facility.  

Once the final manifest is received from the CSG, the trucks are divided amongst the HMMWV escort vehicles and the convoy begins the return trip to Mosul.  As the return trip begins, the teams are challenged with ensuring that all the trucks remain with the convoy.  Because these KBR trucks gain access to Coalition Forces compounds, the convoy team keeps strict accountability, recording the license plate numbers of trucks that break down along the route. 

Upon entering the city of Mosul, the threat of enemy activity is much higher, so Gunslinger soldiers have to be most alert and prepared for ambush or IED attacks along the route.  With a convoy of 50 or more large flatbed trucks trafficking through the busy streets of Mosul, oftentimes stretching several miles long, the convoy escort team is forced to be very aggressive, driving up and down the line of vehicles, ensuring no truck leaves the convoy as it crosses intersections and makes all turns.  Convoy teams play leap frog, jumping from one intersection to another, stopping traffic, and often times with the help of the local traffic police, making sure there is no break in the convoy and loss of accountability. 

During the past month many Gunslingers from all three firing batteries have distinguished themselves through exceptional performance while conducting escort operations from Mosul Airfield to the Habbur Gate, along the Turkish border.  Their actions resulted in the safe escort of over 875 flatbed trucks over a total distance of nearly 10,000 miles.  Thanks to their hard work, soldiers throughout Mosul and all of northern Iraq will now have more comfortable, safe living quarters.
KBR living containers at a site intended for the Gunslingers in AO Glory.








Snow blankets the mountains of Turkey in the distance as Gunslinger soldiers cross the Zahko Pass in the mountains of northern Iraq.








Gunslingers Conduct Security Escort Missions to the Turkey Border





KBR Trucks lined up in Mosul, Iraq to begin the journey to Turkey.





KBR Trucks lined up for miles on a return trip to Mosul, Iraq.  The Zahko Pass is displayed in the background.





After several hours of driving, the Habbur Gate at the Turkey border is a welcome site for the KBR escort convoy.
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