Crusader News

Issue  1                                                                                             DECEMBER 19, 2003

“OPERATION PROVIDE CLASSROOM COMFORT”

Over the course of the past five months, Crusader Battery, in addition to completing all mission requirements has started an initiative to help renovate six Iraqi schools totaling over 1500 children, varying from pre-school to secondary schools in Karmless, Badosh, and Hulaylah villages. This project initially began with just a visit to a few local schools. We are pleased to announce this project has grown into so much more. These initiatives have now spread from coast to coast and to the Hawaiian Islands where assistance arrives daily in the forms of emails, care packages containing donations of school supplies, navy and white uniforms from private schools, computers and PENPAL letters from all grades.  

  Immediately after returning from a visit to Karmless in July, an Assyrian Christian village, Crusader battery decided we were going to make a difference in the lives of these Iraqi children. While standing in the quaint village of Karmless on the grounds of the boys and girls primary school we observed an education system striving to survive thirty years of oppression. Weeks later we would find this recurring theme in the school systems of Badosh and Hulaylah villages near our base camp.
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 Classrooms were in a state of disaster and by any American building code standard would have been condemned.  In the Karmless secondary school, home of 280 boys and girls, there were no working bathrooms, no electricity in classrooms and chalk boards were barely legible. 
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CPT Mark Sherkey, SPC Flint and 1SG Chapman pose with 

Karmless Primary Students after delivering school supplies

directly to the outside exposing students to the extreme harsh temperature changes found here in Iraq. Inside the classroom these students as well were handicapped by the lack of electricity and faulty wiring. During our visit in the month of December students from Badosh Primary sat shoulder to shoulder wrapped in whatever winter gear they could find to stay warm. Our emotions fluctuated from the success of getting new doors installed on the classrooms and replacing chalkboards badly in need or repair, to empathy seeing students still suffering from the cold temperatures while sitting in a dark classroom due to worn wire and poor electricity.
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It is our belief in order to protect America from terror in the future we must begin with teaching the children now. Our Crusaders, as well as many other units have adopted schools in the neighboring communities. Our presence, within each community helps reverse the decades of hatred taught, change the course of Anti- American sentiment and begin the building process of an American-Iraqi coalition for bettering Iraq.  
[image: image5.jpg]




Concurrently, the battery leadership submitted proposals to the 101st Division to be included in their education renovation projects; as well as, submitted proposals to OHDACA (Overseas Humanitarian Disaster and Civic Aid) for funding; met with affiliates of USAID to include RTI (Research Triangle Institute); and most recently met with the project manager for the Central Provisional Authority Office- North. We discussed our goals, the desire to link our initiative to current projects and programs, and establish a distribution plan to keep “Operation Provide Classroom Comfort” alive after our unit redeploys.   


In this past month Crusader battery is pleased to report that  the Gunslinger battalion and DIVARTY have  assisted the battery in allocation of funds resulting in the building of a playground for the Karmless Pre-School consisting of two swings, see saw, and merry-go-round;  winterization efforts of Badosh primary school, and the entire plumbing renovation of Karmless secondary school. 


Karmless Secondary School                 – 280 students (Grades 7-12)       

Karmless Primary School (for boys)   – 210 students  (Grades 1-6)

Karmless Primary School (for girls)   – 175 students (Grades 1-6)

Karmless Pre-School                             – 100 students (Grade -K)

Badosh Primary School                        – 451 students (Grades 1-6)

Hulaylah Primary School                     – 300 students (Grades 1-6)

Total (6) Schools 

   1516 children (Grades K-12)
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CPT Mark Sherkey visits with Karmless Pre-School…”oh how school used to be so simple”

The battery would like to recognize a few of the many contributors to this effort and thank them for their benevolence and generous donations supporting our unit and initiative during Operation Iraqi Freedom. They are as follows: 


Middle Tennessee Virginia Tech Alumni Assoc – Nashville, TN

Hawaii Pacific Univeristy - HI
Rutgers University - New Jersey

Murray State University- Murray, Kentucky

Don and Carol Wilson – Hermitage, Tennessee

Jessica Hunter from Crusader Battery Family Readiness Group 

Gunslinger Family Readiness Groups

Mr. Charles Floyd (RET MAJ) – Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Hal and Vickie Koenig – Exmore, Virginia

Rotary Club – Hawaii Pacific, HI 

Neurological Surgeons- Nashville, Tennessee

Medline Industries, Inc. – Dubuque, Iowa

Skyline Auxiliary – Nashville, TN 

Ms. Rebecca Sayre – Nashville, Tennessee

Hayry Family and  Sincere Family

Broadwater Academy - Eastern Shore of Virginia

St. Rose High School – Belmar, New Jersey (Alexander Gorka)

Johnsons United Methodist Church – Eastern Shore of Virginia

MGA Club, Northampton High School, Eastern Shore of Virginia

Mrs. Carol Lanham,-Tullahoma,TN

Mrs. Susan Mathis – The John Cooper School, The Woodlands, TX 

Ms. Terri Reinbach – Fort Worth, TX

Mrs. Cindy Gum- Pebble Beach, California

Mr. Bob and Lynda Sayre – Big Sur, California

Mr. Bob and Amy Dufief – Fort Worth, Texas
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Crusader battery officers, non-commissioned officers and soldiers alike have worked for months now assisting the Gunslinger battalion in the mission to clear northern Iraq of the dangerous ammunition caches scattered throughout the land. On the macro level this mission has started our efforts in the protection of the Iraqi children by preventing unexploded ordnance from falling into the hands of the youth. We are now pleased to announce that the battalion has collected over 680,000 munitions 
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have allowed Crusader soldiers the ability to contact friends, families and organizations thru the use of the internet and cell phones.  To have the freedom and ability to inform others of what we have witnessed in such a short period of time is as simple as the touch of a keystroke; yet for nearly three decades nothing has been easy for these children and their families. The irony of this situation is that the modern world today owes a vast amount of our enlightenment to the cradle of civilization found in the land of Mesopotamia, the country of Iraq. The world has come full circle, and an advanced civilization is now returning to rescue a land troubled by its past where the middle class have been destroyed and civilized society divided into secular and tribal affiliates.   
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In order to make it easier for individuals and organizations to participate in this program and to assist in the ease of distribution to schools here in Iraq we have designed a list of packages with a list of items needed based on classroom size. Listed below are the designated packages:


Package 1 – Primary Students (Grades 1-6) – crayons, construction paper, lunch boxes, erasers, folders, paper, note books, learning toys and learning games

Package 2 - Secondary Students (Grades 7-12) – folders, notebooks, paper, pens, pencils, hi-lighters, calculators

Package 3 – Teacher office supplies – organization tools, pens, markers, hi-lighters, chalk, chalk board erasers, calendars, dry erase markers and boards, binder clips,  

Package 4 – Art Supplies - construction paper, glue, scissors, markers, paint brushes, colored pencils, tape, protractors,

Package 5 - Laboratory Supplies – glass beakers, microscope kits 

Package 6 – Athletic Equipment – soccer balls, cones, stop watches, jump ropes, kick balls, base ball bat, ball and gloves, “wiffle ball and bats”, volleyball and nets, basketballs  

Package 7 - Maps and Educational aids for classroom walls – World Maps (60 classrooms), Middle East Maps, Periodic Tables, etc. 

Package 8 – Textbooks – Old American textbooks 
Package 9 – Arabic to English dictionaries

We appreciate your generosity and endeavor to help us as we continue our quest to bring comfort to those who are in need and to assist in the revitalization of the Iraqi education system.  

Address to mail packages in support of 

“Operation Provide Classroom Comfort”


Mr. Michael Masterson

“Operation Provide Classroom Comfort”

CPA Ninevah / CPA North
APO AE 09359

Email: michael.masterson1@us.army.mil
To see updates on the web of the school renovations, please go to: www.vtechalumni.com and click on MB’s School Project link.
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This has been a tremendous platform in partnering with neighboring villages, and thus “winning the hearts and minds of the Iraqi people”.    


Throughout the process we have used money from the 101st DIVARTY CERP funds to fix the immediate needs identified by the headmasters in order to assist in creating a learning environment.








What we have found is that we are making a difference one step at a time simultaneously in multiple school systems. At this time our number one focus regarding this project is the winterization of classrooms followed by electrical and plumbing repairs. Once we repair the basic necessities we believe teachers and students alike will be in a comfortable environment where learning will flourish and suffering will diminish.   








SPC Flint poses next to new classroom door at Badosh Primary School





At Badosh Primary School (1-6th Grade) students had either broken doors or no doors on their classroom which opened 





PFC Young hands out school supplies sent in support of  Operation Provide Classroom Comfort to Karmless Primary Students.





Upper left: Children of  Hulaylah





Upper right: Children of Karmless





Lower left: Children of Badosh





Ammunition Cache collection





and still counting.  Simultaneously as we reach for the ammunition we extend a hand to  Iraq’s youth  and arm them with the tools needed to repair their classrooms, protect them from the elements, and provide them with the supplies needed to learn. 


Many Americans would agree our education system is in much need of repair. Crusader battery stands before you today to attest that we have the greatest education system in the free world.  Our standards continue to increase and what we feel is less than adequate cannot be fathomed in this part of the world.


	Advancement in today’s technology and global communications 





SPC Powell hands out school supplies to Iraqi students in Karmless





Badosh Primary students huddle


for warmth





Old door on classroom





Crusader leadership and Karmless Village Elders gather at the  Karmless boys and girls primary school for a public address; and distribution of classroom supplies collected from family, friends, universities, schools,  organizations and FRGs. 





LT Drae Koczon makes an assessment of Karmless Primary School then finds that he received detention for being tardy…just like a LT.





Assessment of Infrastructure damage to Karmless Schools





Before





After





Mr. Jassim introduces Mr. Masterson, CPA – North Project Manager to Badosh Primary 4th grade class on December 15,2003











LT Iven Sugai at his finest – graduate of Hawaii Pacific University





LT Joseph Sincere having fun with Karmless children





1SG Darryl Chapman and Mini-me





Crusader soldiers distributing school supplies to local schools 





Operation Provide Classroom Comfort – This is what it is all about… “ UT PROSIM – That I May Serve”


Proud to be serving in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom





By: CPT Mark Sherkey  C-95         –           “Crusaders All the Way”


       Commander C/1-377 FA
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